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Actually Some Good 
News and Some Not 
So Good

Good News!

In March of 1949, Georges and Margaret 
Westbeau were visited by King County 
sheriff’s deputies at their 100-acre ranch 
at the base of Auburn’s Lea Hill. The 
authorities wanted to discuss complaints 
they’d received regarding the Westbeaus’ 
pet. She had been seen wandering 
the property, alarming neighbors with 
her sudden appearances. Although no 
damage had been done and no injuries 
were reported, the lawmen insisted 
that the Westbeaus confine her to their 
own property and keep her safely on a 
harness and leash when in public. The 
Westbeaus, seemingly amused by their 
neighbors’ unfounded fears, agreed to 
follow these guidelines in the future. 

Continued on page 4

by Kristy Lommen

Little Tyke visits the Gibbon family, photo courtesy of the Rainier Valley Historical Society.

The pet in question was not, however, a roaming or vicious dog 
(as one might suspect), but instead, a nearly full grown African 
lioness. Weighing in at more than 300 pounds, “Little Tyke” had 
been raised by the Westbeaus in their home on the east bank 
of the Green River since her birth in September of 1946.
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Summer Camp Fun

An exhibit of historic photographs 
showing how railroads worked 

with maritime industries to move 
products to markets worldwide.

Open April 25 through July 29

Curated by the Northern Pacific Railroad Archive

Sponsored by the Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe Foundation.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Junior Curator Camp
June 25-29
9 a.m.-noon

Be inquisitive, Be resourceful, Be 
creative, Be a Jr. Curator
One week of fun, hands-on mu-
seum activities for kids age 7- 12 
that will explore what it takes to 
be a curator. Kids will investigate 
artifacts, research collections and 
create their own exhibit display.
 
Cost:  $80 per child 

Farm Snooze! 
Sat, July 21- Sun, July 22
4 p.m.-8 a.m.

Pitch a tent and campout under the stars at the Mary 
Olson Farm!  Farm Snooze is a night of fun farm activi-
ties including scavenger hunts, games and a hot dog and 
marshmallow roast. 

Cost: $25 per camper, groups of 6 or more only $20 per 
camper, children under the age of 4 admitted for free.

Exhibit Programs and Classes

Mother’s Day Tea
Saturday, May 12 
Seatings at 1 p.m. & 3 p.m.

Enjoy a traditional high tea at the museum with a full 
menu of teatime savory and sweet treats. $12 per 
person, registration required 

Book Signing Event
tueSday, april 10
4-6 p.m.

Author David Patneaude will be signing his book Thin 
Wood Walls, a powerful story of a young boy’s experi-
ences at Tule Lake War relocation center during the U.S. 
period of Japanese American Internment. 

Family Train Day 
Saturday, May 19
Noon - 4 p.m.

Visit our Rails to Sails exhibit and enjoy free train activities 
throughout the museum. 
Activities included with regular admission. 

Living History Camp 
auguSt 6-10
9 a.m.-noon

Kids age 7-12 will explore the daily activities of farm life 
in the early 20th century at King County’s best preserved 
subsistence farm, the Mary Olson Farm.  Kids will care for 
farm animals, work in the garden, prepare farm fresh food 
and play historic games.

Cost:  $80 per child 

Register for Farm Camps 
or Farm Snooze:

Rachael Burrum at rburrum@auburnwa.gov  
or 253-288-743.

Late Play Date - Lil’ Artists 
thurSday, June 21
6:30-8:30 p.m.

Drop-in for family friendly art activity and craft stations 
throughout the museum and FREE admission! 

Rails to Sails
Tracking the Sound’s Industry Boom from Ship to Shore

3

Things To Do
JUNIOR HISTORIANS



www.wrvmuseum.org • 253-288-7433

Georges Westbeau and Little Tyke pose with car dealer Herb Satterlee, in Tacoma 1949. Photo courtesy of the Tacoma Public Library.

FEATURED HISTORY
Continued from page1

And as far as Georges and Margaret were concerned, she was no more dangerous than an average house cat—albeit 
on a much larger scale!

Although mostly forgotten by Auburn residents today, Little Tyke was famous during her lifetime, and not just because 
of the Westbeaus’ rather casual attitude toward supervising her activities. She also garnered a great deal of attention 
nationally because of her absolute refusal to eat meat in any form. Little Tyke was an avowed vegetarian and lived her 
entire life on a diet of cooked cereals, milk, eggs, and cod liver oil. 

Perhaps because of her refusal to 
view flesh as food, Little Tyke lived in 
seeming harmony with all of the other 
animals on what the Westbeaus called 
their “Hidden Valley Ranch.” Horses 
and house cats, donkeys and dogs—all 
were friends to Little Tyke.

Once Georges became aware of the 
lioness’s unusually peaceful sentiments 
toward other creatures, he made a 
trip to a local slaughterhouse in the 
hope of rescuing a sheep as a pet for 
his pet. “Becky,” the fleecy, new-born 
lamb he found there, became a special 
favorite of her new lion friend. The 
two were happy to snuggle together 
for the benefit of Georges camera. A 
lion and lamb lying peacefully side-by-
side was a powerful, almost prophetic, 
image, especially during those first 
post-war years—as Georges well 
knew. He used one of the photos with 
Becky to illustrate the cover of a book 
he and Margaret later wrote about 
Little Tyke’s life.

The Westbeaus’ book, titled, Little 
Tyke, The Amazing True Story of the 
World-Famous Vegetarian African 
Lioness, is out of print but can still 
be found through book dealers and 
internet sources with relative ease. It’s 
full of amazing anecdotes and photo-
graphs from Little Tyke’s lifetime with 
the Westbeaus. It fails, however, to an-
swer some very basic questions about 
how this unique lioness came to call 
Auburn home—and why Georges 
Westbeau ended up as her custodian.

One thing that becomes immediately 
evident when researching the story of 
Little Tyke is that Georges Westbeau 
had a bit of the same gift that P. T. Bar-
num had for showmanship and, shall 
we say, artful exaggeration. 

Born George Westbo in Pierce County from good Norwegian farming 
stock.  “Georges” became a husband and father while still a teenager. 
He worked at Seattle’s Todd Shipyard to support his young family. 
Unfortunately, the marriage failed, and George, perhaps disappointed 
in being just an under-educated dock worker with a broken marriage, 
set out to remake his image. His first step was changing the spelling 
of his name to “Georges Westbeau,” leading at least one census taker 
to assume that his family had French origins—an appealing notion 
that Georges made no attempt to correct. He took on a series of 
somewhat more glamorous sales jobs in Seattle, and eventually remar-
ried—but unfortunately, his second marriage also failed. It wasn’t long 
afterward that he and Margaret married and purchased their Auburn 
property. Hidden Valley Ranch, located near to where Lea Hill Road 
crosses the Green River, was something of a hobby farm for the West-
beaus. Their main income came from a cold storage plant that they 
owned and operated in downtown Auburn.

At the same time that Georges and Margaret Westbeau were estab-
lishing a home and business in Auburn, the Point Defiance Zoo was 
attempting to establish a lion exhibit in Tacoma. The Zoo had acquired 
a cub named Alice in 1942, hoping to breed her with their male lion 
Nemo. Although Alice gave birth to several litters, she had no interest 
in mothering her cubs. She not only rejected them, she attacked and 
violently killed each in turn as it was born. Zookeepers had never been 
successful in rescuing even a single cub from her fury. Alice was expect-
ed to give birth again in September of 1946, and her keepers were at 
a loss as to how to save her new cubs from her murderous intentions.
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Book cover for Georges Westbeau’s book on his beloved lioness. Copy 
of book in museum’s library.
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Georges, writing this account ten years later in 1956, 
seemed to have forgotten that Margaret had reported a 
somewhat different version of these events in a 1950 in-
terview published in Colliers Magazine—one that leaves 
doubt that either of them had been in attendance at the 
moment of Little Tyke’s birth.

Either way, Georges was certainly not an animal behav-
iorist in any formal sense. Why, then, were Georges and 
Margaret allowed to take the effectively orphaned cub 
from its home at the Point Defiance Zoo to raise? It’s 
true that they had a ranch, no children at home, and a 
willingness to take on the responsibility—and all these 
things helped. But almost certainly  the key reason that 
Georges, more than anyone else similarly situated, was 
qualified to raise Little Tyke can actually be found in an 
obscure refrigeration industry journal from 1944. In a 
single sentence this journal stated that “George West-
beau, owner of Modern Cold Storage Lockers at E. Main 
and K Streets in Auburn, has added lockers to his plant.”

Zoo officials were certainly aware that a full-grown 
lioness would require about 16 lbs. of meat a day—and 
that purchasing and storing such large quantities of meat 
would preclude most private citizens from realistically 
keeping a full grown lion. Georges Westbeau, however, 
had access to virtually unlimited meat storage, and prob-
ably professional connections that would allow him to 
purchase meat at more reasonable prices than the public 
at large. While Georges may have wanted his readers to 
believe that he was uniquely qualified by education or 
experience to raise Little Tyke, the more logical conclu-
sion is that he was allowed to raise the cub because his 
profession made him the most expedient choice.

The irony, of course, is that Little Tyke lived her entire life 
without eating even an ounce of meat, despite the West-
beaus best efforts to entice or even trick her into doing 
so. Georges even offered a cash reward of up to $1000 
to anyone who could persuade the growing cub to eat 
meat in any form—a reward that went uncollected.

Georges and Margaret soon realized that their pet 
seemed to be thriving, despite dire predictions to the 
contrary, on her very unusual diet. After having as-
sured himself of Little Tyke’s health, Georges devoted 
his fulltime attention to becoming his lioness’s publicity 
agent. He and Margaret sold the cold storage business 
and moved, at least temporarily, to California to pursue a 
career in Hollywood for Little Tyke.

In the opening chapter of his book, Georges Westbeau, 
by then fully adept at the art of self-promotion, de-
scribed the unfolding drama at the zoo as Alice gave 
birth that September. He reported that, as an animal be-
haviorist, he was invited to attend the birth to evaluate 
the lioness. He described the mother pacing the cage, 
occasionally slashing at the bars in her pain and confu-
sion as her labor progressed, and, yes, the deaths of the 
first cubs born that bleak September morning. Finally, the 
last newborn cub appears; it too is attacked by its furious 
mother. But this time, in the course of the attack, the 
mother inadvertently throws the cub clear of the cage 
where Georges himself is able to snatch the helpless 
creature from danger. Although gravely injured, the cub is 
alive and barely moving. “The poor little tyke!” Georges 
exclaims, thus christening the animal who would share 
every aspect of his life for the next decade.

By this time the nation seemed fascinated by the remark-
able vegetarian lioness. Whenever asked how this almost 
miraculous animal came to be, Georges spouted a number 
of quasi-mystical theories, usually referencing the often-
misquoted passages from Isaiah about the lion lying down 
with the lamb. Georges also postulated that grains were 

a natural diet for lions, and that they chose to eat meat in 
the wild only because there was no other realistic option 
for them in the harsh environment of the African veldt. 
He even claimed in one interview that Little Tyke had 
been scientifically bred for the vegetarian trait, and that he 
could easily raise another lion with the same preferences. 



Ordinary People, Extraordinary HistoryOrdinary People, Extraordinary History8 9www.wrvmuseum.org • 253-288-7433

Georges Westbeau trying to entice Little Tyke to eat meat in his place of busi-
ness, a cold storage plant in downtown Auburn. c 1950, photo from Westbeau’s 
book.

Auburn’s only lioness, Little Tyke poses for a publicity shot at Herb Satterlee 
Motors in Tacoma, 1949. Photo courtesy of the Tacoma Public Library.

Little Tyke’s grave marker at Pet Haven Cemetery, a King County pet cemetery.

In 1949 the Daffodil Parade included a Lions Club float that moved down Pacific Avenue in Tacoma,  and memorably featured a real lion!  Photo 
courtesy of the Tacoma Public Library.
 

Little Tyke had some initial success in Hollywood, most 
notably meeting Cecil B. de Mille to audition for a 
part in his 1952 movie The Greatest Show on Earth. 
In June of 1955, she appeared on Art Baker’s popular 
T.V. show You Asked For It. Unfortunately, the stress 
of traveling by car between California and Washing-
ton seemed to have weakened her immune system. 
Shortly after her final T.V. appearance, the Westbeaus 
drove home with her to Auburn. By the time they 
arrived, Little Tyke was suffering from a severe respira-
tory infection. She died at Hidden Valley Ranch on July 
20, 1955.

The Westbeaus were clearly devastated by Little Tyke’s 
loss. They wrote her biography the following year, and 
in 1959 the couple went on tour, promoting their 
book with movie footage of the lioness’s life. Unfor-
tunately, without their beloved pet to unite them, the 
Westbeaus soon drifted apart. Margaret stayed on at 
the Auburn ranch; she married a man named Renzo 
Gaia in 1962. Georges moved to Enumclaw that same 
year, but, unfortunately, he died there of a heart attack 
in 1963.

The final opportunity for a news story in remem-
brance of Little Tyke was largely lost when, the very 
day after Georges’ death, John F. Kennedy was assas-
sinated in Dallas, wiping almost any other news from 
the public’s attention. There’s no doubt, however, that 
the story of Georges Westbeau and his Lea Hill lion-
ess is one of the most remarkable to emerge from 
Auburn’s recent history.cause the skin and flesh of the foreleg to slough 

away,” Georges reported. “We placed Little Tyke’s leg 
in splints, swathed the wound with modern miracle 
drugs, and bandaged it as firmly in place as possible.” 
He went on to describe the excruciating ordeal of 
changing these bandages at least once daily and the 
tortuous pain the treatments inflicted on the cub. 
Although the wound eventually healed, it seems likely 
that the lioness learned to connect the smells of raw 
flesh and its associated fluids with her own injury and 
the overwhelming pain it caused her during her first 
year of life. It’s little wonder that she refused meat 
from that point onward.

It’s difficult to know how many of his own theories 
Georges actually believed versus how many he con-
cocted simply to give a compelling interview. Despite his 
dubious stories, he published a far more realistic expla-
nation for the lioness’s dietary choices in Little Tyke’s 
biography—perhaps without even realizing he’d done so. 
He described in some detail the devastating wound that 
the cub’s mother inflicted on her at birth—a wound so 
severe that veterinarians initially recommended ampu-
tating her right forepaw. Instead, Georges and Margaret 
chose to treat the injury. “We learned that the gland 
which lubricates the elbow joint had been ruptured by 
the mother’s cruel fangs and that this fluid seemed to 
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UNUSUAL HISTORIC LAWS

Or, What You Learn by Reading Slaughter’s 
First Book of Ordinances

By Hilary Pittenger, 
Acting Curator of Collections

FROM THE BACK ROOM

When Auburn was founded in 1891, the 
city government had to start their poli-
cies from scratch. The only laws that had 
been enforced in the area prior to the 
founding were the county and state laws 
– and the residents of the new town 
(then called Slaughter) wanted more 
control over their neighborhood. To this 
end, the first City Council of Slaughter 
convened on June 19th, 1891, to begin 
passing ordinances to bring order to the 
town.

The first laws to be passed were fairly 
routine and boring: setting the salaries 
of the Town Clerk and the Police Justice 
(a judge), deciding where and how often 
the City Council would meet. After that, 
they began the regular duties of drawing 
up laws to meet the needs of the other 
city residents – some of which, to our 
modern perspective, seem unusual, of-
fensive, or simply strange. A sampling of 
unusual laws passed by the City Council 
in the first two decades of Auburn’s 
existence follow.

Ordinance No. 157, Section 3: 
“That every proprietor of any place of business where minors are allowed 
or where minors are wont to frequent who shall knowingly permit card 
playing in any manner shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.” Adopted April 5th, 
1910.

Ordinance No. 10, Section 1: 

“..each family residing within the corporate limits, having first 

filed with the Marshal a description of the cow with common 

certainty, may allow one cow to run at large each day be-

tween the hours of 5 o’clock A.M. and 8 o’clock P.M. No cow 

so allowed to run at large shall be permitted to wear a bell.” 

Adopted June 30th, 1891.

XXXXXX

Ordinance No. 15, Section 12: “Every person, who, within the limits of the Town of Slaughter, 
shall ride or drive any horse or horses, or any other animals in 
any public street or alley at a greater rate of speed than eight 
miles and hour…shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
upon conviction thereof shall be fined in any sum not less than 
$5.00 nor more than $100.00, to which may be added impris-
onment in the town jail not exceeding thirty days.” Adopted 
July 21st, 1891.

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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Ordinance No. 8, section 12: 
“…Any person holding a [liquor] 
license…who shall by himself or 
his agent, knowingly sell, give or 
dispose of intoxicating liquors to 
any minor, intoxicated person or 
common drunkard or Indian, shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemean-
or…” Adopted June 30th, 1891.

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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Ordinance No. 75, Section 2: 

“That it is unlawful for any one to ride a bicycle upon, over or 

across the sidewalks…at a higher or greater rate of speed than 

six miles an hour.” Adopted May 17th, 1898.

Goodnews!
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The first ordinances for the town of Slaughter were hand-typed in blue ink on 8.5 x 14 inch paper, and 
stoutly bound together with metal strips. 
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Each year we say goodbye to 
board members whose terms 
have ended and we welcome 
new board members. Leaving 
last December were two long-

time board members, both 
past presidents: Judi Roland 

and Ronnie Beyersdorf. Both 
provided six years of skillful 
and enthusiastic service.  We 

hope they may come back and 
do it all over again!

Simultaneously we welcomed 
three new board members: Kelly 

Gordon, Owner of Auburn’s 
Personal Touch Salon; Joan 

Mason, retired from Green River 
Community College and daughter 

of a museum founder Eunice 
Ryan; and Mike Weibel principal of 

Auburn’s Lakeview Elementary. 

Retiring board members: 
Past Presidents Judi Roland 

and Ronnie Beyersdorf.
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Provides Ongoing 
Support

Want to receive our new monthly E-newsletter?

Send your email address to Erin Hash at ehash@auburnwa.gov.

White RiveR JouRnal 
is a quarterly  

publication of the  
White River Valley Museum, 

which is  
supported in  
large part by

city of Auburn.
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Megan Evans
 President
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secretary
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Erin Hash
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Rachael Burrum
Curator of Education

Hilary Pittenger
actinG curator of collections

Janet Wells
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coordinator

We are expanding the number of titles carried by the Museum Shop, and these are 
two staff favorites. Just contact Kristen at 253 288-7445 or kbruhahn@auburnwa.gov 
if you wish to place an order.

Great Books!


